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head element detects the signal ftom only that single ttack and not from neighboring tracks. 

With current hard disk drives, each track may be randomly written at any time without disturbing the 
data on. any of the other tracks. This ability to randomly access the data on the surface of the disk is an 
important characteristic of hard di^ drives which is not shared by all data storage systems. 

In U.S. Patent No. 6,185,063, incorporated herein by tefeience, a method of writing tracks in partially 
overlapping fashion is described. lUs overiapinng writing fashion can be refened to as "jingled track 
writing". Specifically, with shingled track writing, data tracks ate written such that each written track partially 
overiaps an inmiediately adjacent track that is contiguous to it, like shingles on a tiled roof. Thus, a first track 
is partially overwritten when a second track contiguous to the first is written, which in turn is partially 
overwritten when a third track contiguous to the second is written, and so oa 

As recognized herein, unlike the conventional approach described above, the write head width 
advantageously can be significantly larger dian die track pitch in shingled track writing, whereas the width 
of the read back head element can be slightly less than the track pilch so the read back head still detects signal 
from only a single track and not from neighboring tracks. 

The prooont inv e ntion recognizoo that although, for roooono dioouoood moro fully 
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the singular is not intended to mean "one and only one" unless expHcitly so stated^ but rather "one or mote*. 
It is not necessary for a device or method to address each and every problem sought to be solved by the 
present invention, for it to be encompassed by the ptesent claims. Fuithermoie, no element, component, or 
method step in the present disclosure is intended to be dedicated to the public regardless of whether the 
element, componenr^ or method step is explicitly recited in the claims. No claim element herein is to be 
construed under the provisions of 35 U.S^C §112, sixth paragraf^, unless the element is expressly recited 
using the phrase ""means for^ or, in the case of a method claim, the element is recited as a ""step" instead of 
an "act". Absent express definitions herein, claim tetms are to be given all ordinary and accustomed meanings 
that are nol.ineconciiable with the present specification and file history. 
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